JAMES 3
Verse 1:  "Be not many masters".   Does this mean that we are not to direct and teach others in the paths of righteousness?  (Think of people who are fond of taking the position of the chair and setting standards for others.)

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................
Verses 1 &2  Why mustn't we take that kind of position, the position of being many masters?   Give 2 reasons.   (Refer to Matthew 7:1,2.   Consider who will judge us if we are prone to judge others and first part of verse James 3:2 and Matt 7:3)

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

Verse 2:   If any man offend not in word, the same is  a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.  What does this mean?  What if he offends in word?

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

Verse 3:  How is a horse controlled? 

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

Verse 4:  How are ships controlled? 

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

Verse 5:  What is likened to the rudder and bits?

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................
Verses 5 & 6: "......Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell."

What can you say about the tongue?  Is it good or evil? (World of iniquity - think of great evils created by the tongue in church,  Satanic attacks on God's Word,  Gossips)

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

How can the tongue defile the whole body?  (Consider how the tongue has caused people to sin)

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

Verse 6:  ...(it)  setteth on fire the course of nature....  Whole societies and nations are thrown into confusion and wars  by the tongue.
Verse 6:  Where does the tongue get its fire from?
............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Verse 7:  Man has succeeded in training all kinds of animals.
Verse 8:  But, what has man not succeeded in training?

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

Verse 9:  Is it possible to tame the tongue?  Think of Pentecost.
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

What else will happen when our tongue is tamed by God's might Spirit?
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Friends,  how can we have a tamed tongue?
........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Prayer:  Psalm 141:3, "Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.
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